
The Trinity (June 7-21) 

The Logic of Not Being Logical 

The hardest part of accepting the doctrine of the Trinity is that we cannot mentally form a picture of 

such a being.  We want things to be logical.  That is how we make sense of our world.  But what is logic? 

Logic is simply the rules that we have observed in action in the world around us.  Our minds have been 

trained to expect, even demand, that all things fall into the order of which we are accustomed.  But they 

don’t. 

Even in the physical world, things don’t follow “logical” behavior under certain conditions.  For instance, 

the fact that time moves slower as you near the speed of light is not logical, but it is measurable.  At the 

atomic level (quantum level) particles behave in bizarre and illogical ways. 

If this is so, why would we expect God to be logical?  God created the laws of physics and clearly must 

be above them.  That is logical.  If God is above all the laws that define our observed world then applying 

logic to the being of God and any real hope of accurately conceptualizing His being is illogical to expect. 

All we can do is listen to God’s revelation about himself and collect what is said.  It will not create a 

logically cohesive whole.  That should be expected and accepted, but historically it has not.  People can’t 

resist the temptation to put God in a “logical box”.  That is part of our sinful nature. 

Read Genesis 1:1-2, 26-27 

What words suggest that God is more complex than a simplistic understanding of “Hear, O Israel, the 

Lord our God, the Lord is one.”? 

What metaphors have you heard that try to explain the triune nature of God?  Where do those 

metaphors fail? 

One of the many illogical parts of the Trinity is that the persons of the Trinity can communicate amongst 

themselves and yet not constitute three gods.  We see this in verse 26, in Jesus praying, in the Holy Spirit 

interceding (Roman 8:27).  This would also throw out the idea that one being takes on three alternative 

forms. 

Names and descriptions that apply to God, apply to all three.  Jesus makes it clear that the name 

descriptive name “Yahweh”, which one probably applies to the Father, also applies to Him in His many “I 

am” statements.  The Athanasian Creed spends quite a bit of ink making this point.  Historically, people 

have tried to apply these terms to differentiate one being of the Trinity from another: uncreated, 

infinite, eternal, almighty, Lord and God. 

The Bible does use different terms to describe the “arrival” of each person.  The word “begotten” is used 

of the Son (Psa. 2:7, Acts 13:33, Heb. 1:5, 5:5)  All of these passage are applied to the Son of God 

incarnate.  When the eternal being, the Son of God, became a human being (Jesus), that union has a 

beginning.  At this point he was “begotten”.  These passages say nothing about his pre-incarnate 

existence.  Did the substance of God “evolve” to create more persons at some point?  We cannot know.  

Similarly, the Holy Spirit “proceeds” from the Father and the Son.  This term simply refers to how the 

Spirit is sent.  It does not suggest that the Spirit is some non-personal aspect of God. 



Read John 1:1-3. 

This passage is clearly about Jesus in his pre-incarnate form.  He is a part of creating, not a part of the 

Creation itself.  The “beginning” refers to the beginning of time as it measures the existence of the 

cosmos.  God, in all three persons, pre-exists time and is the first cause of all things.   

The Son of God, called the Word here, is declared to be God.  He is also declared to be “with God”, thus 

distinguishing him from the Father as a person.  The significance of referring to the Son of God as the 

“Word” is a mystery.  It does not suggest that the Father spoke Him into existence. 

Read Acts 2:14a, 22-36 

The incarnation of the Son of God to become Jesus, forms an unique form of being: still in union with 

the Godhead and now completely human with the exception of sinful human nature.  This allows Jesus 

to do miracles, but not independent of the whole Godhead.  God works in unity from the creation of all 

things to smaller miracles.   

Can God die? 

If so, what does that mean? 

To fulfill the Law for all of humanity, Jesus had to die.  Death, in this context, refers to more than 

medical death.  It includes being forsaken by the Father.  This creates an unfathomable mystery of the 

indivisible God forsaking the incarnate aspect of itself.  Clearly, this condition cannot continue and it 

didn’t. 

So what is the nature of Jesus?  People want to make Him more logical:  He only appeared to be human 

or He only appeared to be God.  The Son of God may have appeared in the Old Testament, like the 

visitors to Abraham.  In those cases, He only appeared to be human.  Once incarnate, the Son of God has 

a permanent human form. 

Read John 14:8-31 

This is a truly confusing section.  I can imagine the look on the poor disciples faces.  Jesus seems stunned 

that Philip would ask to see the Father.  Jesus’ response is basically, “Who do you think you were looking 

at?”  Jesus says that the Father is in Him.   

Brainstorm some possibilities of what Jesus means by that? 

He also says that He is in the Father.  For that matter we are in Christ and Christ is in us.  Don’t bite on 

the most simplistic answer.  It is doubtful that we are even capable of understanding this relationship.  

Jesus then says he is going to the Father.  This gets at the varying ways that God is present, which we 

discuss in the next section. 

 

The Presence of God 

So where is God?  Everywhere?  Somewhere specific?  The answer would seem to be an illogical “yes”.  

All you can really do is collect the revealed facts.  Trying to synthesize an answer of how God is present 

is beyond us. 



Read Revelation 4:1-5:6 

This is a vision of Heaven and not a field trip.  The difference is that the realities of Heaven are 

represented to John’s mind rather than observed with his eyes.  Still, I would expect much to be the 

same when we observe it.   

This is what we expect of the presence of God.  God is in Heaven.  The Father is observable distinct from 

the Son and the Holy Spirit. They probably won’t look like they are described here.  That in itself is 

something to ponder. 

The Father and the Holy Spirit are spirits.  What does that mean exactly? 

Do spirits have a way that they look or are their manifestations always just a representation of who they 

are? 

How do you imagine encountering the persons of the Trinity when in Heaven? 

If you read “The Shack” or saw the movie, what did you think about how the persons of the Trinity 

represented themselves? 

 

God’s presence is Heaven is just the beginning.  Clearly God’s essence is not localized as we are.   

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

How can our bodies be “members” of Christ? 

Can we physically involve Christ in our sexual sins? 

How can we be “one spirit” with Jesus? 

How do you think the Holy Spirit dwells in us as a temple? 

 

These are hard questions.  While I may have theoretical answers for these, they are probably no better 

than yours.   

 

Read Matthew 18:15-20 

So God is in Heaven and He is in us.  This passage suggests that there is another way that God is present 

when we are assembled as a group. 

Do you think this is something different than the type of presence discussed in the section above? 

What does it mean to gather “in my name”? 

How might Jesus lead the group? 

These three passages are not comprehensive in discussing God’s presence.  One other passage says that 

God fills all things.  He is everywhere, with the possible exception of the final Hell.  Somehow the very 



essence of God is part of all of reality.  This may be a reference to God leaving His design or mark on all 

things, but I consider it more likely that somehow God makes himself a part of the fabric of the cosmos.  

Certainly, the reality that we experience only maintains its integrity because God is present and wills it 

to be so. 

 

 

The Power of God 

We often describe God in terms of three words:  omnipresent (present everywhere), omniscient (all 

knowing), and omnipotent (all powerful).  The fact that God has these capabilities does not suggest that 

He would do everything or that He chooses to know everything.  There is, again, a certain degree of 

mystery surrounding how God operates. 

Read Isaiah 50:1-3 

In this passage Israel is being rebuked for not calling on or relying on God’s power. 

How does God feel about not being called on? 

Can you infer why they did not call on God for help? 

How does that happen today? 

 

God makes the point that He can do much harder things that the specific task at hand.  God is within the 

universe, but not technically just within the universe.  He is beyond it.  It helps to think of God’s power 

metaphorically.  He is like a person manipulating a computer model. He can change whatever he likes. 

Read 2 Peter 3:8-13 

What supernatural things does God cause to happen in this verse? 

Does He use natural forces to do so? 

What is mentioned as an agent of His power in verse 7? 

Does God experience time?  Does He experience it like we do? 

 

We observe the universe operating within the bounds of the laws of physics.  Even within the 

boundaries of these laws, great and powerful things are observed.  But God is beyond the bounds of 

physics.  By His command the whole universe dissolves and then is restored. 

 

How often do you think that God does miraculous things (things that violate the laws of physics) today? 

Why doesn’t He do more? 



Read John 1: 14-18 

What is amazing about an unbounded being like the Son of God becoming (not just appearing) as a 

human? 

 

How does this passage affirm the idea of the Trinity? 

 

How did becoming incarnate change the abilities of the Son of God? 

 

There are times both with Jesus and with others in the Godhead that they wait to see what will happen 

or test to see what will happen.  Don’t they already know the answer?  How would you explain this? 

 

 

 


