
The Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 
1811 Lincoln Avenue, Evansville, Indiana 

Office: (812) 476-9991 · redeemerchurch.org 

EASTER DAWN                                                         April 9, 2023 
6:00 a.m. Holy Communion 

VISITORS AND MEMBERS 
Good morning and welcome!  Attendance cards and offerings will be collected at 
the door as you enter or leave, or you can do both electronically using the QR code 
on the back cover of this bulletin.  If you are new to our online community, please 
let us know by commenting “new”. We are glad you’re here and look forward to 
meeting you. If you wish, you may also send an email to pastor@redeemerchurch.org.  
Please remember to “share” our worship post so that others may worship with us. 

  The Resurrection of Our Lord   

Easter Dawn 
AS WE GATHER 
As we come together to celebrate Jesus' resurrection, we have gathered outside of 
the sanctuary following the ancient custom of the Church, which for 2,000 years has 
gathered at the entrance of Christ's tomb at Easter sunrise to celebrate His 
resurrection.  As we join in our opening hymn, we will walk into the sanctuary, as 
Jesus' followers walked to the tomb on the first Easter morning. 

EASTER GOSPEL  John 20:1-9 
Pastor: Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 

Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed 
from the entrance.  So she came running to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, 

Women: “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know 
where they have put Him!” 

Pastor: So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb.  Both were running, 
but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first.  He bent 
over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 
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Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went to the tomb.  
He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the burial cloth that had 
been around Jesus' head.  The cloth was folded up by itself, separate 
from the linen. Finally, the other disciple, who had reached the tomb 
first, also went inside.  He saw and believed.  (They still did not 
understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 

  Service of Light    

Pastor: May the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts   
  and minds. 

(The pastor lights his candle from the Christ candle.) 

Pastor: The light of Christ. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Pastor: Jesus is the Light of the World. 
People: And no darkness can overcome Him. 

LIGHTING OF CANDLES   

(When your candle is lit, pass the flame to someone else.   
Always tip the unlit candle into the lit candle.) 

EASTER GOSPEL  John 20:10-18 
Pastor: Then the disciples went back to their homes, but Mary stood outside the 

tomb crying.  As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and saw 
two angels in white, seated where Jesus' body had been, one at the head 
and the other at the foot.  They asked her, 

Men: “Woman, why are you crying?” 

Women: “They have taken my Lord away and I don't know where they have   
  put Him.” 



Pastor: At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 
realize that it was Jesus. 

Men: “Woman, why are you crying?  Who is it you are looking for?” 

Pastor: Thinking He was the gardener, she said, 

Women: “Sir, if you have carried Him away, tell me where you have put Him, 
and I will get Him.” 

Pastor: Jesus said to her,  

Men: “Mary” 

Pastor: She turned toward Him and cried out in Aramaic, 

Women: “Rabboni” (which means “teacher”) 

Men: “Do not hold on to Me, for I have not yet returned to My Father.  
Go, instead to My brothers and tell them, I am returning to My 
Father and your Father, to My God and your God.” 

Pastor: Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news, 

Women: “I have seen the Lord!” 

Pastor:  And she told them that He had said these things to her. 

Pastor:   Jesus Christ has risen! 

People:   He has risen indeed, Alleluia! 

Pastor:   Sing to the LORD, for He has done glorious things; 

People:   let this be known to all the world. 



OPENING HYMN                      “He’s Risen, He’s Risen”                        (LSB 480) 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: Let us confess our sin to God, our merciful Father. 

480 He's Risen, He's Risen 

 
 

Public domain 

r 

367 Angels from the Realms of Glory 

 

Public domain 

r 

r= Please stand 
 



(silence for personal confession) 

All: Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we stand before You 
and admit that we are sinners.  If our salvation depended on our 
deeds, then all would be lost.  But we believe the good news.  Jesus 
became a sin offering for us and now He is risen from the dead! 

Pastor: God has promised forgiveness of sins to those who repent and believe.  
Therefore, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE         “Awake, My Heart, with Gladness”         (LSB 467 v.1-4) 
467 Awake, My Heart, with Gladness sts. 1–4 
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✞  WORD  ✞


(readings from NIV84 pew Bibles) 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                 Exodus 14:10-15:1 
10 As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, 

marching after them. They were terrified and cried out to the LORD.  11 They said to 
Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the 
desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt?  12 Didn’t we 
say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have 
been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!”  

13 Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the 
deliverance the LORD will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will 
never see again.  14 The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still.”  

15 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to Me? Tell the 
Israelites to move on.  16 Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to 
divide the water so that the Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground.  17 I will 
harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them. And I will gain 
glory through Pharaoh and all his army, through his chariots and his horsemen.  18 

The Egyptians will know that I am the LORD when I gain glory through Pharaoh, 
his chariots and his horsemen.”  

19 Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel’s army, 
withdrew and went behind them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front and 
stood behind them,  20 coming between the armies of Egypt and Israel. Throughout 
the night the cloud brought darkness to the one side and light to the other side; so 
neither went near the other all night long.  

21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the LORD 
drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters 
were divided,  22 and the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall 
of water on their right and on their left.  

23 The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and 
horsemen followed them into the sea.  24 During the last watch of the night the 
LORD looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud at the Egyptian army and threw 
it into confusion.  25 He made the wheels of their chariots come off so that they had 
difficulty driving. And the Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the Israelites! The 
LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.”  

26 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the 
waters may flow back over the Egyptians and their chariots and horsemen.”  27 

Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at daybreak the sea went back to its 
place. The Egyptians were fleeing toward it, and the LORD swept them into the sea.  



28 The water flowed back and covered the chariots and horsemen—the entire army 
of Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not one of them survived.  

29 But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on 
their right and on their left.  30 That day the LORD saved Israel from the hands of 
the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the shore.  31 And when 
the Israelites saw the great power the LORD displayed against the Egyptians, the 
people feared the LORD and put their trust in him and in Moses his servant.  

15 Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the LORD:  

“I will sing to the LORD,  
for He is highly exalted.  

The horse and its rider  
He has hurled into the sea. 

  (following the reading …) 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  

EPISTLE READING                                                     1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you 
received and on which you have taken your stand.  2 By this gospel you are saved, if 
you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.  

3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures,  4 that He was buried, that He was raised on 
the third day according to the Scriptures,  5 and that He appeared to Peter, and then 
to the Twelve.  6 After that, He appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at 
the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.  7 Then 
He appeared to James, then to all the apostles,  8 and last of all He appeared to me 
also, as to one abnormally born.  

9 For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God.  10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, 
and His grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—
yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me.  11 Whether, then, it was I or they, 
this is what we preach, and this is what you believed. 

  (following the reading …) 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 



SERMON HYMN                     “The Day of Resurrection”                      (LSB 478) 

SERMON                                                                                                                       
“Hold On Firmly” 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
  
Intro:  Do you like rollercoasters? 
  

478 The Day of Resurrection 

 
 

Public domain 

r 

367 Angels from the Realms of Glory 

 

Public domain 

r 

r= Please stand 
 



I.  There is an expectation of something good 
         A.  Where is the benefit of Christ weighted? 
                  1.  Heaven 
                  2.  Blamelessness on Judgment Day 
                  3.  New Heaven and Earth 
                  4.  Resurrection and reward 
         B.  You didn’t see the evidence 
         C.  But many did! 
         D.  We don’t believe on just evidence, nor wishful thinking, nor enculturation 
  
II.  Hold on firmly 
         A.  Satan will try to shake you free 
         B.  You won’t be kicked off nor snatched, but it could be you (John 10:29) 
         C.  The weakness of our nature 
         D.  Why people believe and then don’t 
                  1.  They expected a smooth ride (John 16:33, Luke 8:13-14) 
                  2.  They didn’t strengthen what they had (Revelations 2-3) 
                  3.  The Gospel’s sensitivity was exploited  (Galatians) 
                  4.  They loved something else (John 3:18-19) 
  
III.  Not in vain 
         A.  Challenges make you stronger 
         B.  Life has its own purpose and reward 
         C.  Death is but the passage to the best of it 
  
What has been a challenge to your faith in Christ? 
  

Have you seen others believe in vain?  Do you think that they can be brought back 
to faith? 

RESPONSE OF FAITH  Apostles’ Creed   
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried.     
He descended into hell.     



The third day He rose again from the dead.      
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

OFFERING                         
****To give electronically, scan the QR code at the right to visit 

our website redeemerchurch.org and click ‘online giving’, or text 
the word GIVE to (812) 362-2848 and follow the link****You can 

make a one-time gift OR sign up for a recurring donation.  
Recurring donations can be changed or canceled at any time.**** 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

  SACRAMENT   

PREFACE    
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Pastor: The Lord is my strength and my song. 
People: He is my Savior. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: It is truly good, right and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, Lord, our God, who, through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, has assured a blessed resurrection and 
eternal life to all of the faithful.  Pour out on us the gift of Your Spirit 
that we may receive the fruits of Christ's completed redemption with 
humble thanksgiving.  Grant that we may receive the body and blood of 
our Lord as a guarantee of our salvation and as a foretaste of the feast to 
come in Your eternal kingdom.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 
honor, and praise, together with the Son and Holy Spirit, now and 
forever.   

http://redeemerchurch.org


SANCTUS           

LORD’S PRAYER   
Pastor: Remember us in Your kingdom, Lord, and teach us all to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth  

 as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses 
   as we forgive those 
   who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 
  and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever.  Amen. 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD) 

DISTRIBUTION 
PLEASE NOTE: Because the sacrament can be taken to one's spiritual harm if not properly 
understood, 1 Corinthians 11:27, we ask all visitors to refer to our statement of belief found 
inside the back cover of this service folder before communing.  We are eager for you to 
participate fully in every aspect of this ministry, but we do not want to compromise any portion 
of God's Word among us.   

Even if you are not partaking in this Sacrament, we invite you to come forward to receive a 
blessing. Please indicate your desire to receive a blessing by crossing your arms across your 
chest. Children are invited to come forward and receive a baptismal blessing. 

If you require gluten-free bread, please take one from the bowl on the pedestal at the top of the 
steps before communing. For those who prefer not to have alcohol, there is white grape juice in 
the cups toward the center of the tray. 



DISTRIBUTION HYMN        “O Sons and Daughters of the King”       (LSB 470) 
470 O Sons and Daughters of the King  

 

 

 
 
6 ³0\�SLHUFqG�VLGH��2�7KRPDV��VHH� 

And look upon My hands, My feet; 
Not faithless bXW�EHOLHYLQJ�EH�´  Alleluia! 

 
7 No longer Thomas then denied; 

He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 
³<RX�DUH�P\�/RUG�DQG�*RG�´�KH�FULHG�  Alleluia! 

 
8 How blest are they who have not seen 

And yet whose faith has constant been, 
For they eternal life shall win.  Alleluia! 

 
9 On this most holy day of days 

Be laud and jubilee and praise: 
To God your hearts and voices raise.  Alleluia! 
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DISMISSAL 

BENEDICTION 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
People: Amen. 

RECESSIONAL HYMN     “I Know that My Redeemer Lives”      (LSB 461 v.1-4)   

POSTLUDE                          “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”                          by Held 

Portions of this worship service are protected by copyrights from Concordia Publishing House License 
#000012078 and CCLI License #397712.  We acknowledge and appreciate their generosity in sharing these 

items with us as part of our praise and worship of Jesus Christ. 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God by Charlotte Pettijohn in 
memory of Donald Carson Pettijohn. 

461 I Know That My Redeemer Lives  

 

 

 
 
5 He lives to silence all my fears; 

He lives to wipe away my tears; 
He lives to calm my troubled heart; 
He lives all blessings to impart. 

 
6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 

He lives and loves me to the end; 
He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; 
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 

 
7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 
He lives my mansion to prepare; 
He lives to bring me safely there. 

 
8 He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 
I know that my Redeemer lives! 
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THE NURSERY is available for the care of your little ones.  It is located in the 
southwest corner of the Education Wing/Preschool Hallway and is clearly marked.  
Please use the nursery at your convenience or when you find that the younger 
members of your family are disturbing your time of worship.  (The nursery is not 
currently staffed, but is available for use.  Parents must remain with their children.  
Audio of the worship services is available in the nursery.) 

***THERE WILL BE NO CHILDREN’S, YOUTH OR 
ADULT BIBLE STUDIES ON EASTER SUNDAY.***

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Weekly Co-ed Volleyball begins next Sunday, April 16th @Redeemer 
Newburgh at 4pm, weather permitting.

Preschool Assistant Teacher Opening - We are hiring a new assistant teacher 
for the preschool for the 23-24 school year.  Hours are 8am-12:30pm, M-F, Aug - May.  
Candidates must be at least 18 years old and submit to a Criminal Background Check.  
Contact director Jean Pogue if interested.  preschool@redeemerchurch.org.  

LMAC Lampton Lecture Series @Redeemer Evansville  On Saturday, 
April 29th @9am in the Fellowship Hall we will have guest speaker Rev. Dr. Rick 
Marrs (author of ‘Making Christian Counseling More Christ Centered’) joining us 
as he addresses the value of Christian Counseling in the world today.  His 
presentation will be of interest to counselors and Christian families and individuals.  
Light breakfast fare will be served.  Doors open at 8:15am.

  In Our Prayers   
Praise and Thanks 
For our risen Savior Jesus Christ! 
Grief 
For the friends and family of Hugh Sugg 
Illness/Recovery 
Bunny B  Paula N  Dean K  Jean B  Joel  Julia B  Doug W  Sherri R  Toni R  
Renee T  Ann N  Gabriel J  Ben H  Bob H  Pam  David  Paul A  Steve W  Sue E  
Alan G  Jim  Amy S 



Intercession 
For Cara C and the children in her care that we support thru “Never Alone” 
For Angela G, who will have children in need of care placed with her soon 
For Samaritan’s Purse and their efforts around the world 
For peace in Ukraine, Russia and around the world 
For our congregation in Evansville and Newburgh 
Wisdom for our country’s leaders and all those in authority 
For persecuted Christians all over the world 
For our military and their families; Pastor Kurtis, Augie, Abi, Kurt, Cason, Ben, 

Cody & Katy M 
Redeemer Families 
Christine, Jericho V 
Larry & Beth, Scarlett, Raymond S 
Keith & Leanne, Jaye, Cash C 

Serving Today - Easter Sunday 
April 9, 2023                                6:00 am Sunrise Worship: 
Attending Elder:  Tim Grunow    Communion Cleanup:  Janice Elwood 
Usher:  Janice Elwood                                    Organist:  Molly Wuertz 
April 9, 2023                          8:00 am Traditional Worship: 
Attending Elder:  Barry Hampton         Communion Cleanup:  Jan Corson 
Ushers:      Janice Elwood, Judy Cameron      Organist:  Molly Wuertz 
April 9, 2023                        10:30 am Traditional Worship: 
Worship Assistants: Pastor Bob Reinhardt, Michele Hosmon 
Attending Elder:  Chris Gamble         Communion Cleanup:  Pam Keller 
Ushers:  Will and Lori Smith                 Organist:  Molly Wuertz 

Serving Next Sunday 
April 16, 2022                          8:00 am Traditional Worship: 
Attending Elder:  Jeff Kappler    Coffee Makers:  Bill and Michele Hosmon 
Ushers:  Janice Elwood, Judy Cameron 
Communion Cleanup: Donna Klausmeier                             Organist:  Molly Wuertz 
April 16, 2022                        10:30 am Traditional Worship: 
Attending Elder:  Barry Hampton                                  Organist:  Molly Wuertz  
Coffee Makers:    Bill and Michele Hosmon


